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This week's Parsha is Noach. The story of 
Noach is very well known. G-d decides to 
flood the world to wash away bad deeds in 
the human race but he told Noach to build a 
Ark, bring two of every animal and go on the 
water. When the flood was over there was a 
rainbow, and Noach lived happily ever after. 

That sounds like a children's story. However, 
what did the people do which infuriated G-d 
so much? The Talmud says that the 
generation was full of jealousy, deception, 
theft and much more. Now a bigger question 
is, why did G-d instruct Noach to build an ark? 
In addition to that, it took Noach 120 years - 
the lifetime of Moses -  to build the ark. Why 
did G-d make Noach suffer 120 years of 
building an ark?

The Midrash says that He wanted the people 
to reflect on their bad deeds and become 

curious. He hoped that if Noach told them 
there would be a flood, then they would 
repent. Unfortunately for the people of that 
generation, they decided against repenting for 
their sins. Therefore Noach and his family 
were the only survivors. 

There is a lot that we can learn from this story 
which we can apply to our daily lives; people 
may not be nice to us, or do things they may 
regret. Even if someone says something that 
really stings, you must give them a chance to 
repent and make good on their sin, it can't 
hurt.

Mordechai Oser - G9

Dvar Torah: Noach



OCT/20/2017  30 TISHREI 5777 Edition 8

Tyra: What is nature works?

Andrea: Nature works is about trying to 
preserve nature, hence the name. It is an 
organization that teaches young adults in 
Hong Kong about nature preservation, 
leadership skills and project management 
through workshops and mentor sessions. We 
are hoping to advocate waste reduction, 
specifically food, in Elsa.

Tyra: That sounds very interesting. Why did 
you decide to focus on waste reduction?

Andrea: Food waste is a prominent issue at 
our school. We decided to take action in 
order to reduce waste and change the overall 
health and diet of students.

Tyra:  What have you learnt from your 
experience in Nature Works so far?

Luis: We have learnt how to do proper public 
speaking, manage projects and make it work 
to the best of our ability. We have also learnt 
how to work together as a well-oiled 
machine.

Tyra: What is the aim of nature works?

Luis: Our mission statement is 'to divert food 
waste away from landfills to protect the 
future of Hong Kong. We are hoping to 
reduce food waste by 70% by the end of the 
school year.'

Tyra: Wow that?s a fantastic goal! How are 
you planning to go about it?

Andrea: Our main idea is education. We need 
to educate the students and teachers, through 
constant promotion of our goal, also through 
incorporating the concept of guest speakers 
to provide students with a new perspective on 
environmental sustainability.

Tyra: What have you achieved for Nature 
Works so far?

Luis: We?ve created prior knowledge surveys 
for the students to gather info about their 
current environmental and food waste 
knowledge so we can build upon it.

About a month ago, we prepared and planned 
our food waste reduction project?s launch day 
and script at the offices of Bloomberg  and 
Goldman Sachs. We had the opportunity to 
present our project to their employees who 
have great experience and feedback. We got 
some very useful comments that we will 
definitely utilise for our project.

Another thing we have been doing is that we 
collected baseline data during the first week 
of our project, then we started the real 
project the week after. Our project consisted 
of sending out the educational surveys, and 
telling friends and family to be aware of the 
food waste they produce. We have had a 
significant measure of reduction in food waste 
which was about 50% of week one?s baseline 
data.

Tyra: Wow this is all very fascinating and we 
are all very excited here at Elsa to get started 
with this new project! Thank you Luis and 
Andrea for your time.

Interview conducted by Tyra Dahlberg G11 
with Luis Yap and Andrea Au from Nature 
Works, G11

Interview of the week - Nature Works 
Waste Reduction Initiative
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Sukkot is one of the ?Shalosh Regalim? in the 
bible in which Hashem commands us to walk 
to Jerusalem and the Beit Hamikdash. Sukkot 
starts on the 15th of Tishrei and comes to an 
end on the 22nd of Tishrei in Israel and on 
the 23rd out of Israel. Sukkot commemorates 
the voyage and journey of the Jews from 
Egypt to the promised land; Israel, and when 
and how they were protected by G-d. The 
word Sukkot means huts. The Jews stayed in 
Sukkot as their temporary houses on their 
way to Israel. Today, it is a mitzvah to build a 
sukkah, along with eating and sleeping inside 
the temporary house too. Sukkot is in the 
harvest season thus its other name; ?Hag 
HaAsif? meaning holiday of gathering. During 
Sukkot, there is another mitzvah which we 
are commanded to do: waving the four 
species. The four species are: ?etrog?, ?lulav?, 
?hadas? and ?arava?. When the Beit Hamikdash 
existed and the Jews would travel to 
Jerusalem by foot, there was  a waving 
ceremony which took place with the four 
species. The four species are often used as 
symbols for the human body. ?Lulav? is the 
spine, ?hadas? is the eye, ?arava? is the mouth 
and ?etrog? is the heart. When put together 
they symbolize the human body.

At the end of Sukkot is Simchat Torah, 
meaning ?Joy of the Torah?, and it is 
celebrated on the eighth day of Sukkot. In 
Simchat Torah, we celebrate the finishing of 
the  reading of the Torah which we study 
year-round. During Simchat Torah, everybody 
is happy and joyous about finishing the yearly 
cycle of the reading of the Torah.

Shelly Alcobi - G7

This Thursday, Elsa took part in their first 
debate of the year, challenging Future Leaders 
Academy in the affirmative for the motion 
'This House Believes That Hong Kong should 
significantly increase the use of robots to help 
look after the young and the elderly'. After 
intensive preparation, our team Arya, Victor 
and Kevin argued, rebutted and made their 
points in a debate, which was well matched 
up until the last. Elsa secured a win with Kevin 
as third affirmative speaker who made a 
range of excellent rebuttals which he coupled 
with fresh points to take the team to victory, 
winning Best Speaker in the process! Well 
done, Debate Team.

Mr Bartholomew

Sukkot and Simchat Torah Debate: Elsa vs. Future 
Leaders

Debate: Elsa vs. Future 
Leaders

Debate Team: Win for Elsa 

Football Match Report

On Thursday we played The Harbour school in 
our first match after the break. The line-up 
was as follows: Alex in goal, Tal and Aryeh in 
defense, Benji, Dan and Josh in Midfield and 
Amit as Striker. We started the game with Dan 
scoring the first, and about three minutes 
later Amit put one in. 

Halfway through the first half I came on for 
Dan, Itai came on for Josh and Yun came on 
for Aryeh. I scored soon after coming on, and 
two minutes later I scored another one, but 
soon they had a nice counterattack and 
scored. Gabriel made it 5-1, but after that our 
defense switched off and our opponents  
scored. Amit then scored to make it 6-2. Man 
of The Match goes to Amit. Thank you, Mr. 
Julian for organizing this game.

Eitan Fischer - G8
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If you wish to donate, click here 

Announcements

Please note that our Student-Parent-Teacher 
Conference for Grades 6-12 will take place 
on Tuesday October 31st 2017 at 
3.15-7.30pm.

The evening will work on a 5-minute 
individual ?appointment? system, with your 
child able to make appointments for you and 
your child to meet with each of the teachers 
at your convenience.

Student editors: Luis, Ian, Tyra, and Hanna

Student-Parent-Teacher

Happy birthday to ...

Clarissa Yu - 21/10

Ohad Nudel - 21/10

Juhi Gangaramani - 24/10

Vidigami, the app that lets us share school 
memories, has been rolled out across Carmel 
School Association. An invite has been sent 
to every parent, so check your inbox and sign 
up for an account!

Birthdays

https://carmelschoolassociation.wufoo.eu/forms/srkpwrj0azvroo/
https://carmelschoolassociation.wufoo.eu/forms/srkpwrj0azvroo/
https://carmelschoolassociation.wufoo.eu/forms/srkpwrj0azvroo/

