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In this week's Parsha Beshalach, the children 
of Israel have been granted permission to 
leave Egypt. However, soon after their 
departure, they find themselves being chased 
by Pharaoh. 

It says that G-d had hardened his heart and 
the heart of his people in order for them to 
reconsider letting the Israelites go. The 
Israelites found themselves trapped between 
the sea and Pharaoh's armies, and 
immediately began to feel despair. 

However, G-d tells Moses to take his staff and 
split the sea. Then once again, G-d hardens 
the heart of Pharaoh. The Israelites cross the 
parted sea, and the water closes behind them 
onto Pharaoh's army who tried to follow 
them. It is said that because of this, the 
children of Israel believed in G-d and his 
servant Moses, and sang songs of praise to 
G-d. 

Miriam and the other women took out 
instruments and played (because they had 
more faith in G-d  they the foresight to bring 
celebratory instruments). Later on, the 
people begin to complain to Moses about 
their thirst and hunger. G-d again through 
Moses aids the people, sweetening the water 
of Marah, and later telling Moses to speak to 
a rock in order to produce more water. He 

also rains manna down from the heavens. 
However, the Israelites are still not satisfied 
and cry for more. G-d then also gifts them 
with quails each day. They wander in the 
desert until the Amalekites come to invade 
them,  Joshua takes the men to fight while 
Moses stands on top of a mountain holding 
his staff up towards G-d. When he held up his 
staff, the Israelites would win; if he set it 
down, the Amalekites would begin to win. 
Moses' hands became heavy and the people 
piled stones underneath to keep them up. 

Then G-d commands that we obliterate 
Amalek from existence. This is because the 
Amalekites had an ingrained hatred towards 
the Jewish people; they took the opportunity 
to  attack when they thought the Israelites 
were weak and wandering in the desert. The 
thought is that they assimilated with other 
nations in order to poison them into hating 
Jews, and thus it is our duty to seek them out. 

Today however, the idea of the Amalek nation 
is not taken as literally. The idea now is to 
cleanse yourself of hatred, as though the 
impure parts of yourself are the true 
Amaleks.

Shabbat shalom!

Issy Lyons - G10

Dvar Torah: Beshalach 

Fame for Elsa High! Mazal Tov and thank you to Mr 

Swart, Ms Celia and Mr Lawrensen, and all the cast 

and crew,
Mrs Friedmann
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'FAME' - Elsa High Musical

?Chair de poule? in French; ?????? ???? in 
Hebrew and ?pelle d'oca? in Italian. What are 
we talking about? Goosebumps, that?s what!?

While a dictionary may tell us that having 
goosebumps is a reaction to cold, fear, shock 
and sometimes due to something 
awe-inspiring, the audience who was 
fortunate enough to attend Fame, the Elsa 
High School Musical, now has another 
definition.

When we take a few seconds to place 
ourselves back at the scene and revisit what 
we witnessed - the swell of voices, the crash 
of cymbals, the outstretched arms, the 
kicking feet and the joyous ?beaming faces - 
we become not only awe-inspired but 
emotional too. It is perfectly understandable 
why so many eyes were moist and so much 
applause was deafening.

It was no mean feat to transport the audience 
to The High School of Performing Arts in New 
York City for over an hour on both nights and 
that was achieved on the back of months of 
determined, dedicated hard work. To steal 
some lines from the show: ?Two things make 
life worth living, ?to love and to work?.? The 
students had the privilege of working hard at 
something they loved and the operative 
words really were, ?hard work.? The 
production was a challenge that all graduated 
from with distinction.

Each and every student? will walk away from 
the show as changed people, with fond 
memories and life lessons learned.

Mr. Cunningham 

Jesse Soloway-Chan - G7 - spoke to two cast 
members to get their thoughts on the 
musical:

Jesse: What do you like and dislike about your 
Character?

Alon: I really like his dedication, but can't 
stand how serious he is all the time!

Jesse: Do you think you have any similarities 
to your character?

Alon: There aren?t really any similarities but I 
do really enjoy playing Nick.

Jesse: Who is your favourite other character 
and why?

Alon: My favourite character is Joe Vegas  
because Jamie (Kanevsky - G8) really makes 
the character come alive. He's hilarious!

Jesse: Mey, you play Grace 'Lambcops' Lamb. 
Do you think you have any similarities to your 
character?

Mey: There are some similarities because my 
personality is quite like a tomboy and I 
personally love playing the drums too!

Jesse: Who is your favourite other character 
and why? 

Mey: I really like all the characters because 
they each have a set of unique characteristics.
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'FAME' - Elsa High Musical
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Student Council 2018-19

Ian Lyons ? Vice President

I am your new Vice-President. In my term 

of office, I am hoping to kick off the ?We 

Want Balls? campaign, bringing soccer balls 

to everyone, to bring back the monthly free 

dress, and to revamp the current tuck shop. 

Also we want to bring a new lunch menu, 

and new school uniform items.

Aaron Meoded - President
My goal for this term is to reintroduce many great features that the school has had in the past. This includes monthly Rosh Chodesh free dress days, bake sales and several tuck shop items. In addition to this, we hope to provide students with necessary equipment to play with during breaks, including footballs, the opportunity to design new school uniforms and a redesigned lunch menu.Rachamim Zamek ? TreasurerI am the new Student Council treasurer. The Student 

Council?s purpose is to improve the lives of the student 
body. We do this through activities and events, such as the 
social, Spirit Week and the end of school water fight. But 
all of this depends on income. As treasurer, my duty  is to 
effectively fundraise and allocate that money in order to 
help and provide for the student body. As treasurer, my 
personal goal is to make sure the students are satisfied 
with the food in the tuck shop. I look forward to working 
with new members of the student council in order to 
improve the lives of the student body.

Luis Yap ? Supporting Treasurer

This is my second year of service to the Student 

Council as the treasurer. Last year I ran for this 

position and learned many things about managing 

funds and budgeting. I believe as a good 

Treasurer, I must always be wary of long-term 

expenditure as well as expensive short-term costs. 

This year however, I don't plan to take the role of 

the Treasurer fully but rather offer my support to 

Rachamim who has taken on the role of the 

Treasurer. I think that being in the student council 

really taught me about myself and how I work, but 

most importantly it also taught me about 

responsibility. I hope that this year's Student 

Council will learn from this experience. 

Sammy Yeung- Secretary

I am the new Secretary for the Student Council. I believe that I am extremely ambitious 
when it comes to contributing to the School. Hence, I would like to voice my opinions to 
the school population and uphold such responsibilities as a member of the Student 
Council. And as Secretary, I will be recording the student council's various activities such 
as recording ideas or issues discussed in meetings, taking attendance during meetings, 
writing any formal letters of correspondence, and maintaining a friendly relationship with 
all students and staff members.

Kevin Zhou ? Publicist
I am your new Student Publicist. I serve you and the School by designing posters before school events, and by motivating you to participate. As a graphic design enthusiast, I enjoy the process of refining my artwork. I acknowledge the fact that I have a lot to learn, but I guarantee that I will work as hard as I can to present myself in front of you, as the best student publicist you have ever met in your student career.
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Interview of the Week: International History Bee and Bowl

This week our Daf correspondent Hanna 
Hipwell-Serfaty interviewed Elsa's Individuals 
and Societies teacher, Mr. Wappel, about the 
very exciting upcoming International History 
Bee and Bowl competition.

Interviewer: Can you explain what the 
competition entails?

Mr. Wappel: The International History Bee 
and Bowl is a history trivia competition that 
takes place all around the world. We have 
two teams going to take part in their Hong 
Kong event this Sunday. The competition 
involves teams facing off against each other 
and listening to a description of a historical 
figure, event, place or concept. When they 
know the answer they try and smash the 
buzzer button before the other team and 
make their best guess. At this competition 
there will be 45 teams from 20 schools  and 
we?re excited to go and compete.

Interviewer: How did you get involved?

Mr. Wappel: The organizers of the 
tournament came and gave a short 
presentation on what the tournament was  
and showed videos of the competition. It 
seemed like a good time and something our 
students would really enjoy so that was all it 
took ? plus it?s great to get to go out and 
meet other teachers and students who are 
passionate about history.

Interviewer: Where will the competition take 
place?

Mr. Wappel: We?ll be competing at Korean 
International School in Sai Wan Ho.

Interviewer: Have you participated in 
competitions like this before?

Mr. Wappel: I haven?t personally, although 
some of the students on our team have done 
things like debate or model UN. This makes 
them grizzled veterans of competition, 
formidably endowed with a fighting spirit and 
professionalism. They?re keen to go and give it 
their best shot.

Interviewer: Which students will be taking 
place?

Mr. Wappel: Our Middle School team has 
three members: Shelly Alcobi, Tahlia 
Goldberg, and Joseph Rabinowitz. Our Junior 
Varsity team is Sarah Cohen and Clarissa Yu.

Interviewer: Will you be bringing this 
initiative to Elsa?

Mr. Wappel: Who knows! It?s a big event and 
we?ll see how we do. There may be another 
opportunity later this spring and certainly 
next year.

Interviewer: Is there any other information 
you would like to share?

Mr. Wappel: Wish us luck! If we succeed in 
the playoffs we can qualify for the 
championships.
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#WeRemember

Birthdays & Celebrations

Mazel Tov t o Sam uel Zeiden on his Bar  
Mit zvah last  week...

...and Mazel Tov t o Jessica Jay on her  Bat  
Mit zvah t h is week!

Happy birthday to ...

Ativa Goldberg - 02/02

Farewell t o Joseph Rabinow it z and fam ily. We 
w il l  m iss you! L'h it raot .

United Nations Holocaust 
Memorial Day 25th January 2018

My fellow classmates and I were chosen to 
represent Elsa High School during the Hong 
Kong Holocaust and Tolerance Centre's United 
Nations Memorial Ceremony which took place 
yesterday in Sai Ying Pun. In our role as 
student ambassadors we were allocated a 
range of different jobs to perform on the 
evening such as security, directing people to 
their seats and providing attendees with 
information. 

We were very fortunate to hear Mr. Werner 
Reich, a Holocaust survivor, tell us about his 
personal experience of the Holocaust from his 
point of view. His speech was full of 
information and it was incredibly moving.

As a student at the ceremony it was a great 
opportunity to learn about our background as 
Jews, and to remember and not forget our 
history. In addition, there was a message of 
hope coming from the survival of the Jewish 
people which displayed to everyone that we 
are still here and we will remain. 

Unfortunately as the time passes, there are 
fewer and fewer Holocaust survivors and 
eventually, there won't be anymore survivors 
to tell their stories. 

Therefore, we need to listen closely to what 
they have to say because they are the ones 
who were there, and we are the last 
generation that will be able to directly learn 
from their experience at the holocaust.

Ohad Nudel - G10

Ahead of International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day on January 27, the World 
Jewish Congress (WJC) has launched a global 
campaign encouraging millions of people to 
speak out on social media, to raise awareness 
about the Holocaust. The campaign calls on 
people in every country to hold up a sign 
with the words ?We Remember,? and post it 
to social media with the hashtag 
#WeRemember. The campaign took off on 
Monday, January 9th. Carmel 
Upper-Elementary and Elsa High School 
students join the millions to stand against 
anti-semitism and hatred and to honour each 
and every victim of the Holocaust.


