Dvar Torah: Vayera

In this week's Parasha, Parashat Vayera, we read about
the story of Sodom and its destruction . The Torah tells
us that the city “was sinning greatly” and the citizens
were therefore punished for their negative actions. The
term “Sdom” has since become a symbol of cruelty and
evil. Despite this, the Torah chooses not to explicitly
tell us what the people of Sodom did to receive such
a harsh punishment. This question is a source of a
debate within the Midrashim; some say that the people
of Sodom engaged in corrupt behavior such as abusing
the needy and refusing to honour and accept visitors.

Interestingly, in Pirkey Avot there is a Mishna that says
the following: “One who says, ‘What's mine is yours
and what's yours is yours' is righteous. [One who says]
"What's yoursis mine and what's mine is mine'is wicked.
And whoever says, ‘what's mine is mine and what's
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participation

Every student counts.

Every donation counts.

yours is yours' is of average character, and some say,
thisis the character of Sodom.”

Although at first glance, it may seem as if the sin that
is described in the Mishna does not warrant such a
punishment, this quotation can be looked upon from
another angle. Through this we can understand that
if a society is filled with these “average characters”, it
will eventually deteriorate into a corrupt society, similar
Sodom.

From this we can see that sharing and showing
compassion towards one another are not just cliches,
but are actually fundamental values, that can help us
make our society more just and fair.

Shabbat shalom,

Alon Lavi Grade 10



T'02

participation

Every student counts.

Every donation counts.

#PowerQOfParticipation
We are pleased to launch the 2018-2019/5779 Carmel Annual Fund.

Dependent upon a partnership with our community,
the Annual Fund is one of Carmel School’'s most essential resources:
it supports every student. The Annual Fund provides for both expected
and unexpected needs and opportunities throughout the academic year.

Your donation will empower Carmel School Association to further its
mission by continuing the journey of spiritual growth, making available
advancements in technology, enhancing academic and co-curricular
programming, and most importantly closing the gap between the tuition
fees and the actual cost of tuition per child per year.

The opportunities for Excellence, Community, Tradition that
the Annual Fund makes possible in our School are never-ending because
they are ever-changing.

This year, as we boast over 420 students across three campuses,
we are asking each of you to stand up, be counted and make a
meaningful contribution: with spirit; with time; with money.
The power of participation is limitless.

Every student counts. Every donation counts.

Sy %y

Shay Razon
Board Chairman
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Greetings from Polan

Grade 11 on their Poland Educational Visit. More updates to follow

when they return from their trip.
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‘In Conversation’with Carmel students

Students and faculty lead the conversation at Elsa High School's annual showcase

On Tuesday, Elsa High School held
its annual Open Day. Following a year
of fruitful achievements, we were
prepared to showcase our many
highlights.

At 6:00pm, guests began to arrive.
They were first led to the auditorium,
where the musical talents of our
school were playing live under the
leadership of Ms. Celia. Below the
stage, subject booths were set up to
exhibit student work and showcase
the range of subjects that MYP and
DP students study. Aside from the
subject booths, the Robotics display
was a main feature. Guests engaged
with our veteran robot from last
year's FIRST Robotics Competition
and got to know more about this
unique part of our School.

26 October /17 Cheshvan

Aftersomeminglingintheauditorium,
guests were led on a School tour by
student ambassadors. They were
shown around various facilities
such as the STEAM Room, Science
laboratories, Library and the newly
constructed Robotics Lab. They
interacted with students further,
then returned to the auditorium for
the formal introduction to Elsa High
School.

The talk started with  Mrs.
Friedmann's welcome speech. After
the introduction, Mrs. Lavi talked
about her experiences at Elsa from
the perspective of a parent. This
was followed by Mr. Ford's discussion
about colleges and then by his
interview with six Elsa High School
students. The combination of these

fourinsightful perspectives provided
a comprehensive overview of the
versatility and unique nature of our
learning environment.

This year's Open Day concluded as a
great success. | am looking forward
to seeing next year's Open Day and
in the meantime, let's take on new
endeavours so we can continue to
share exciting achievements!

Many thanks to all students, teachers
and administrative staff who worked
hard to make this Open Day the most
successful yet.

Janice Cheng Grade 11
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News @ ELSA

Israeli Pianist Almog Segal Demonstrates
Piano Mastery

Last week in assembly we had the pleasure of hearing
Israeli pianist Almog Segal play three pieces for us on
the piano. Every year Michel Jospe brings the winner
of the Solange Jospé Voice of Music Young Artists
Competition, held in Israel, to Elsa High School. This
year, Almog Segal a professional piano player, aged 24,
was the winner brought to us to perform.

During the assembly, Michel explained to us about the
competition and how it is hosted in memory of his late
sister who died in a fatal car crash, and since she didn't

University of Navarra Information Session

A representative of the University of Navarra came
to Elsa High School this Thursday to speak about the
University and the courses it offers. As the name implies,
the University is situated in Navarra, a city in northern
Spain. Although it is a Spanish university, 24% of the
students in the university are international students and
the university provides classes both in Spanish and in
English, but it does require a certain level of Spanish.

The most prominent courses are Medicine, Business,
Economics and International Relations and they have
a hospital and many laboratories on campus for the
studentsto use for their own learning, soitisan excellent
opportunity to learn through experience.

Furthermore, their international relations programs
have extensive opportunities for overseas travel.
For example, during the first three years of school,

have any children to remember her by and she loved
piano, this was a great way to do so. Almog then played
forusamodern piece by an Israelicomposer and another
two pieces in a variety of styles.

| really enjoyed listening to AImog’s piano playing and the
different pieces he performed and look forward to this
great opportunity that we have to listen to piano playing
from a professional.

| would like to thank Almog for playing the piano so
eautifully and Michel Jospé for bringing him and others

who win this competition every year.

Tahlia Goldberg Grade 8

Universidad
de Navarra

international relations students will go to countries such
as China, Israeland the United States for a period of time.

As a Spanish speaker, | was very interested in the School
because | think their education is based on gaining and
developing personal experiences rather than learning
through solely traditional methods.

Thank you to Mr. Ford for organising this interesting talk
and organising such a succesful event.

Victor Fong Grade 10



Reading For

Love of Reading at

Book Café

On Wednesday, Grades
6-8 went to the Book
Café at the JCC. Not only
doesthe Book Café open
lots of opportunities for
people ourage toexplore
many different genres of
books, but it also helps
to attract lots of younger
studentsto start reading
atayoung age.

While  browsing, you
could see all different
types of books:

colouring books, novels,
non-fiction, cookbooks,
as well as books for small
children. This event
catered to all different
ages, from parenting
books to ‘Mr. Men” and

the

By exposing all
different students of
different backgrounds
to such a diverse range
of books, students can
develop their reading
ability and learn

new things through
reading.

‘Little Miss"with illustrations. | feel that
this event benefits students because
by exposing all different students
of different backgrounds to such a
diverse range of books, students can
develop their reading ability and learn
new things through reading.

Book Café also had, for the first time, a
variety of French, Mandarinand second
hand Hebrew books for students
speaking a first language other than
English or students who are interested
in reading books in another language.

Overall, I think that the Book Cafe was
anexcellentopportunityforallstudents
across the school to experience the
profound power that books can have.

Hannah Davidson Grade 8

News @ ELSA

Thank You to

Book Cafe Committee

Chair Deborah Khorsandy
Committee Nofar Damari,
Avivia Weinberg, Yana Stern,
Arianne Ngo, Goldie Isselstein

Special Thanks

Marcelle Wosner, Alexandra
Guitelman, Zhang Ke, Yael
Zion, Agnes Effron and

to Nofar Damari for her
coordination of the second
hand Hebrew books

Book Companies
Bookazine, Fields,
Parentheses

A very big thank you to our
sponsors the Nagar Families
of Hong Kong



Announcements

Carmel School Association, Elsa High School

Presents
F;[‘HE m:: ‘ -I.' h -
! : .‘-.".-.- ' : ,-

April 9-10 2019 /
Elsa High Schi

Auditorium, Shau
TICKETS ON'SALE SOON

Directed by Gary Swart
Musical Director - Celia Leung

Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Book by James Lapine

Happy Birthday o Lok
Elianna Diestel ‘\(‘f} R
é

We hope you've enjoyed reading The
Weekly Daf!

From The Weekly Daf Team
Tyra Dahlberg, Louis Effron, Hanna Hipwell-

Serfaty, lan Lyons, Issy Lyons, Luis Yap
and Mr. Dan Bartholomew

Follow Us Online! l()l @CarmelSchoolAssociation n Carmel School Association



CHILDREN HELPING CHILDREN

BOX OF ROPE NEEDS

THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN HAVE NOTHING.
Join our 'One ltem' Collection

DONATE
TOOTHRBRUSH/ TOOTHPASTE/ A BAR OF SOAP

b and Q
help make a difference. .\

DROP OFF DATES
5= 9™ NOV 2018

Please help us help others.

n [@3 @boxofhopehk #boxofhope2018




L1brary

Support at home is key to how young people approach reading for pleasure. Every week we will be promoting
books new and old, fiction and non-fiction for readers of all ages and levels.

Our libraries are open to students and parents alike and books can be borrowed through student's accounts.

These books, and more, can be found directly here:

or through our school library site here:

Half Brother by Kenneth Oppel

For thirteen years, Ben Tomlin was an only child. But all that changes when his mother
brings home Zan — an eight-day-old chimpanzee. Ben's father, a renowned behavioral

scientist, has uprooted the family to pursue his latest research project: a high-profile

experiment to determine whether chimpanzees can acquire advanced language skills.
Ben's parents tell him to treat Zan like a little brother. Ben reluctantly agrees.

Itisn't long before Ben is Zan's favorite, and Ben starts to see Zan as more than just an
experiment. Soon Ben is forced to make a critical choice between what he is told to
believe and what he knows to be true.

Half Brotherisn't just a story about a boy and a chimp. It's about the way families are
made and the way humanity is judged. In the hands of master storyteller Kenneth
Oppel, it's a novel you won't soon forget.

“This well-plotted novel weaves together themes of animal
rights, family issues and the cost of animal research...There
are no easy answers, just a thoughtful portrayal of real people
grappling with tough questions.” Kirkus

26 October /17 Cheshvan
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WE by Yevgeny Zamyatin

WE tells the story of the minutely organized United States, where all citizens are not individuals
but only he-Numbers and she-Numbers existing in identical glass apartments with every action
regulated by the “Table of Hours.” It is a community dedicated to the proposition that freedom
and happiness are incompatible; that most men believe their freedom to be more than a fair
exchange for a high level of materialistic happiness.

=

— . . . / YEVGENY Zamyaryy
Primitive passions and instincts have been subdued. Even nature has been defeated, banished A NEw
behind the Green Wall. But one frontier remains: outer space. Now, with the creation of the N ;e
i
spaceship Integral, that frontier —and whatever alien species are to be found there — will be Rivist

subjugated to the beneficent yoke of reason.

WE is recognized as the inspiration for George Orwell's famous 1984, and is generally regarded
as the classic anti Utopian novel and a historic landmark in Soviet literature.

“One of the best!”New
York Review of Books

“We is one of the great novels of the
twentieth century.” Irving Howe

Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood

ORYX & GRAKE

snomlmmm;:_r;m““" A stunning and provocative novel by the internationally celebrated winner of the Booker Prize and
x| ' New York Times bestselling author.

Oryx and Crake is at once an unforgettable love story and a compelling vision of the future.
Snowman, known as Jimmy before mankind was overwhelmed by a plague, is struggling

to survive in a world where he may be the last human, and mourning the loss of his best

friend, Crake, and the beautiful and elusive Oryx whom they both loved. In search of answers,
Snowman embarks on a journey-with the help of the green-eyed Children of Crake-through the

lush wilderness that was so recently a great city, until powerful corporations took mankind on
an uncontrolled genetic engineering ride.

msmbﬂ — dark, dry, scabrously witty

Margaret Atwood's novel is so utterly compelling, so prescient, so relevant, so terrifyingly-
a|I—too—|ike|y—to—be—true, that readers may find their view of the world forever changed after
reading it.

"Atwood has long since established herself as one of
the best writers in English today, but Oryx and Crake

may well be her best work yet. . .. Brilliant, provocative,
sumptuous and downright terrifying.” The Baltimore Sun
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