Dvar Torah: Hanukkah

The story of Hanukkah is one of the most known in
our nation’s history. The story illustrates the Greek's
oppressive control of Israel, in which they forced the
Jews to abandon their faith and tradition. In this sense
the Greeks prevailed as there was initially only one
family who stood up to them - the Maccabees. The
Maccabees started an uprising that consisted of a
three year war against the Greek army and after three
years, the Jews were victorious and returned to the Bet
Hamikdash where they lit the Menorah candles after
finding a single kosher oil flask which, against all odds
and logic, lasted for eight days.

The celebration of Hanukkah is an interesting one as
there is an immense divide between two narratives
concerning what the main miracle of Hanukkah
actually is. The first opinion as stated in the Book of
the Maccabim and as mentioned in our prayers, was
the miraculous victory in the war itself, as against all
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odds the Jews triumphed over the Greeks. The second
opinion as stated in the Talmud sees the miracle of the
oil as central, telling us that although the Maccabees
only had enough oil to sustain the Menorah for one
night, a miracle occurred allowing them to keep the
eternal light glowing for eight nights against all odds.

However both opinions share one major commonality -
they happened ‘against all odds’. In both narratives, the
main miracle is attributed to the belief that people can
make a miracle come true, despite everything. From
this, we can learn that perhaps the real miracle is that
we as Jews are able to light our candles each year and
rememberthe story of Hanukkah. In this sense, the light
extended from that single candle has continued to last
two millennia, and we can learn that even when things
look dark and impossible, there is always a chance for
light and victory.

Shabbat Shalom and Happy Hanukkah

Issy Lyons Grade 11
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Chanukah 5779 at Carmel

School Association

Carmel School has been honoured to receive a beautiful five foot
silver Menorah from the Zion family, to be housed and used at Elsa
High School. This Menorah is in memory of Assaf 0BM, beloved and
sorely missed brother of Iris and brother-in-law of Ronen, nephew
of Ephraim & Hannah and cousin of Ronen, Erez, Nicky, Simon, Yael
and Daniella. It was dedicated at last night's Carmel Elementary
Channukah celebration where Ephraim lit the Menorah. May Assaf's
memory be a blessing and may his light shine forever.

Every day this week we have gathered together as a school
and lit the Hanukkah candles. Each day at one o'clock we come
together and our invited special guest helps us to light the
candles. On Monday we had Dr. Rafael Aharoni come to speak
tousand he gave awarm and knowledgeable speech which we
all benefited a lot from, before saying berachot, singing Maoz
Tsur and lighting the candles together. This was a great start
to our Hanukkah festivities. On Tuesday we had past Carmel
Chair Mr. Neil Hyman and his wife Karen come to Elsa High
School. Together with Marco's berachot, they lit the Hanukkah
candles. Then, on Wednesday we lit the candles all together
and Mordechai gave us the honor of saying berachot. Once the
candles were lit we enjoyed some fun games. On Thursday we
had the privilege of Trustee Mr. Robert Dorfman lighting the
candles with us and giving us a powerful message of our role
as a Jewish School in Hong Kong. Today we were blessed to
light the candles with Ms. Sharon Ser and Irene. This week has
been a week filled with festivities and many great moments.

We are very thankful for all the guests that have come together
with us.

Mia Apelbaum Grade 9
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participation

Every student counts.

Every donation counts.

CARMEL ANNUAL FUND
Thank you to all who have pledged so far

Please visit www.carmelschoolassociation.wufoo.com/forms/srkpwrjOazvroo to
find out how you can contribute
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Students vs. Staff Football Match

The first day of this year's Spirit Week was a day to
celebrate our great teachers at Elsa High School, with
the theme of the day being for students to dress up like
their favourite teacher.

Each day during Spirit Week, there is a fun activity based
around the theme of the day. The activity on the first
day was a Grade 12 students vs teachers football match
which took place outside on the astroturf during lunch
with the following teachers volunteering to take part in
this match: Mr. Webber, Mr. Stone, Mr. Ford, Mr. Yau, Mr.
Chan, Mr. Ma, Mr. Bibby and Mr. Julian.

Soon after kick off, and after some intense battling on
the pitch, it was the teachers who opened the scoring
with a lovely strike from Mr. Ford into the bottom corner
of the net. The frustration of the Grade 12 students as
their teachers led 1-0 was transformed onto the pitch as
they looked for an equaliser.

However, this was not made easy for them with a
variety of great saves from goalkeeper Mr. Chan and the
teachers hung on until the end of the first half. Shortly
after the opening of the second half, Mr. Stone was able
to double the lead for the teachers and it looked like the
students did not have much fight left in them. Not long
after, lan managed to get one back for
the Grade 12s to give them some hope.

The teachers were able to find one
more goal with a great strike from Mr.
Webber as the whistle was blown. The
final score was 3-1to the teachers.

Thank you to all the students and
teachers for volunteering to compete
in this match to open Spirit Week.
Congratulations to the teachers!

Marco Caviglia Grade 10
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Ohel Leah Synagogue's Director of Programing,

Ori Harel along with Tsofia and Rina, Bnei Akvia
Shlichot, surprised Elsa High School last Friday
afternoon with a sweet treat - fresh cotton candy!
This was a well-deserved indulgence after a tough
week focusing hard for the end of semester exams,
kol hakavod Elsa!

Mr. Greenbaum

Student Council Spirit Report

After a long and stressful week of exams, Spirit Week
comesandfillsourdayswithfunactivitiesand freedress
opportunities. Like every year, the Student Council was
in charge of planning the week and making it into a fun,
enjoyable time for everyone.

As part of the Student Council, | was to help plan
Wednesday by picking a theme and an activity that
students would enjoy. After a lengthy process, we
picked our theme to be Twins day - a day when people
find a someone to wear matching clothes with - and
the activities were an M&Ms guessing game and the
Candlestick game.

We held our two activities during lunch break and
proceeded to hand out the prizes later. The candlestick
game consisted of astring tied around a candle and then
put around someone’s waist like a tail, Their goal was to
squat down enough to get the candle put into a water
bottle. Every time someone got it in, they won a prize.
The next game was a guessing game: students looked
at ajar of M&Ms and took turns writing down their guess
as to how many there were in the jar. Whoever gets
closest to the number, wins the jar to share with their
classmates.

Congratulations to all the winners of the candlestick
game and to Sophie Effron for guessing that there were
1,756 M&Ms which was closest to the actual amount—
1,735 M&Ms!

Thank you to Ms. Cheng and Hamorah Avishag for
running Spirit Week and helping us with all the activities
and preparations.

Tahlia Goldberg Grade 8
Students bring the spirit
of Hannukah to the
_school next door, sharing
donuts and other treats




Carmel School PTA proudly presents a screening of

Are We Fostering a Generation of Screen Addicts?

You won't want to miss this highly acclaimed documentary about the
impact of screen time on our children. Be part of this very important
discussion about what parents can do to help children set up boundaries
and self-regulate.

Suggested Donation $S100

Moderator Mr. Gary Swart
Dialogue to follow the screening

Announcements

Happy Birthday to

Benjamin Greenstein and Jennie Wong

Dvar Torgg
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December 11, 7:30pm
JCC Garden Room

RSVP
elsahighadmin@carmel.edu.hk
+852 3665 5388
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We hope you've enjoyed reading The
Weekly Daf!

From The Weekly Daf Team
Tyra Dahlberg, Louis Effron, Hanna Hipwell-

Serfaty, lan Lyons, Issy Lyons, Luis Yap
and Mr. Dan Bartholomew

Follow Us Online! ‘O' @CarmelSchoolAssociation “ Carmel School Association
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Books ol LCH-

Support at home is key to how young people approach reading for pleasure. Every week we will be promoting books
new and old, fiction and non-fiction for readers of all ages and levels. Our libraries are open to students and parents
alike and books can be borrowed through student’s accounts.

These books, and more, can be found directly here: libraryceo.com/carmel/opac/index.php or through our
school library site here: carmel.edu.hk/learning/library

Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper
Read the #1 New York Times bestseller and discover the brilliant mind of Melody Brooks.

From multiple award-winning author Sharon Draper comes a story that will forever change how we all
look at anyone with a disability.

Eleven-year-old Melody is not like most people. She can't walk. She can't talk. She can't write. All
because she has cerebral palsy. But she also has a photographic memory; she can remember every
detail of everything she has ever experienced. iy
She'sthe smartest kid in her whole school, but NO ONE knows it. Most people - her teachers, her doctors, b”AHU' |
her classmates - dismiss her as mentally challenged because she can't tell them otherwise. But Melody \LNLrthtu
refuses to be defined by her disability. And she's determined to let everyone know it ... somehow.

“If there's one book teens and parents (and everyone else) should read this year, Out of My Mind should be

it.”- Denver Post

Dreidels on the Brain by Joel ben Izzy

JueL een lzzy

DRE IDE LS One lousy miracle. Is that too much to ask?

oM Tue

b RA , \ Evidently so for Joel, as he tries to survive Hanukkah in 19711in the suburbs of the suburbs of Los Angeles

® i, (or, as he calls it, "The Land of Shriveled Dreams"). That's no small task when you're a "seriously funny-

looking" twelve-year-old magician who dreams of being his own superhero: Normalman. And Joel's a

long way from that as the only Jew at Bixby School, where his attempts to make himself disappear fail

spectacularly. Home is no better, with a family that's not just mortifyingly embarrassing, but flat-out
broke.

That's why Joel's betting everything on these eight nights, to see whether it's worth believing in God or
miracles or anything at all. Armed with his favorite jokes, some choice Yiddish words, and a suitcase full
of magic tricks, he's scrambling to come to terms with the world he lives in - from hospitals to Houdini to

the Holocaust - before the last of the candles burns out.

"Relatable and humorous. . . . A coming-of-age novel steeped in tradition [that ] will appeal to anyone who
has felt different and those who believe—or want to believe—in miracles.”- VOYA

Crazy Like Us: The Globalization of the American Psyche by Ethan Watters

i :
“The most devastating consequence of the spread of American culture across the globe has not been B e ]
our golden arches or our bomb craters, but our bulldozing of the human psyche itself. American-style st revens
‘ |

depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, and anorexia have begun to spread around the world like iCrazy Like Us
contagions, and the virus is us.” ' .

Traveling from Hong Kong to Sri Lanka to Zanzibar to Japan, acclaimed journalist Ethan Watters
witnesses firsthand how Western healers often steamroll indigenous expressions of mental health and
madness and replace them with our own. In teaching the rest of the world to think like us, we have been
homogenizing the way the world goes mad.

“In addition to the cultural flotsam that drives the rest of the world crazy, America is literally exporting its
mentalillnesses ...[ Watters]is on to something worth pondering.”- Time magazine
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