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Visual Arts and Personal Projects Exhibition
Parents, families and Carmel Stakeholders!

Please join us between 3:00pm and 6:00pm
this coming Tuesday 2 April for the Class of
2019 DP Visual Arts Exhibition and the Grade !
10 Personal Project Exhibition in the Elsa
Auditorium.

Dvar Torah: Shemini

In this week's parsha, Shmini, Aaron and his sons celebrate
a week long event, marking their new roles as Kohanim. The
entire nation joins them at what is known as the 8 days of
dedication of the Mishkan - the Tabernacle. However, on the
first day of working, a disaster happens. As mentioned in the
Torah, Nadav and Avihu made an “alien fire” - readers aren’t
entirely sure what that means. Nadav and Avihu present
to G-d the ‘alien fire’ or ‘unauthorized service’ and Hashem
makes them die. The happy celebrations of the inauguration

of the Mishkan, are cut suddenly with sorrow and sadness.

This tragic event raises the question of why did Hashem
kill these two men? What had they done so terribly that
made Hashem kill them? After reading some of the rabbis'
commentaries, | have come to the conclusion that most
rabbis such as Rashi, say that they were still drunk from all
their partying and it is a law not to go to the Mishkan in such
a state and that is why they were killed. Other commentators
give differentideas trying to answer this hard question.

What is interesting though, is that when their father Aaron
found out his sons were dead, he was silent. Now this was
shocking because Aaron is not the quiet type, as he has
been, and still is, Moshe's spokesmen since they went to ask
Pharoah to let his people go. So that raises a new question.
Why was Aaron silent? Maybe Aaron was so overwhelmed
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with all that was going on around him that shutting down and
remainingsilentwasthe onlyway he could handle this difficult
situation. How was he supposed to be excited for his new job
and not mourn for his dead sons? I've come to the conclusion
thatitisnormal for people to bein situations where they don't
know what to say or how to respond when someone dies, sees
someone get injured or even when someone important yells
at you. What Aaron’s silence teaches us is that the Jewish
tradition makes space for silence and sometimes even
encourages it. Sometimes not saying anything is a much
better choice than saying anything at all. Additionally there
are always times when people can't speak because they're
in shock. That Aaron, the spokesman for the Israelites, was
silent teaches us that it is okay. According to the Jewish
tradition, every person has the permission to be silent.
Shemini suggests that sometimes it is more important to
listen than to speak and it is okay to not know the right thing
to say and that sometimes you said all that can be said and
there’s nothing more to say.

In our crazy world where everyone is expected to tweet,
WhatsApp and answer straight back, our Parasha teaches us
the strength of silence.

Shabbat shalom,

Rachel Tadelis Grade 10
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CARMEL SCHOOL
ELSA HIGH SCHOOL

PRESENTS

Purchase a dedication or advertising
j # %*ﬂspace in the Show Programme.

1y

“Contact jacqueline.law@carmel.edu.hk
for more information

TICKETS
S$360 Adults / S160 for students
carmelmusical.eventbrite.com

{

MUSIC AND LYRICS BY STEPFEN SONDHEIM

oncoresnr it April 9-10, 2019 / 7:45pm
o BRI  CERSHON Auditorium, Shau Kei Wan Campus




News @ ELSA

Robots of New York

Greetings from New York! Elsa High School’s robotics team, Prism 7242, has had
an extremely successful competition so far. We started the competition with two
wins and found ourselves ranked in 6th place out of 38 teams. Some technical
problems and driver error saw us lose the next two matches despite scoring
consistently in all matches.

In this competition, the ranking system depends largely on which alliance - group
of 3 teams - wins and so our fate is not always in our own hands but depends on
the strength of the alliance. Our next two matches saw the first and second (and
only)tied matches of the tournament. We lost our final match of the day and sadly
found ourselvesin 32nd place in the rankings.

Daytwo of competition matcheswasalot more successful forusasthedrive team
started communicating very well. We won three out of four matches and ended
up 19th in the rankings after all the qualification matches. This put us in serious
contention for alliance selection and progression to the knockout matches.
Unfortunately we missed the knockouts by 1position and ended up being the first
reserve team. That meant that had any of the top teams been unable to compete,
we would take their place in the finals. A few close calls with some teams nearly
not making it to the startline gave us some glimpses of hope, butin the end it was
not to be.

We began this competition with the goal of improving our position from last year
where we came third last and thisyear we finished 19th out of 38 teams. A massive
achievement for our young robotics team. We leave New York with the knowledge
that we can compete in a competition of this standard. There is still along way to
go and there will always be room for improvement, but we are extremely proud of
every single Elsa student that competed and contributed to the team'’s success.

It has been 7 months of hard work and worth every minute. A special thank you
to Mr Michael Horowitz and all our wonderful New York hosts who have made the
students'stay in their homes so special.

Mr. Lloyd Gravett
Director of Carmel Robotics
Programme and the Robotics Team

DEEP SBPLI Long Island Regional #1 -
SPACE o -

Hempstead, NY




News @ ELSA

Young Writers Awards

On Wednesday, | travelled with Ori Razon and Milly Golovsky,
all the way to Cyberport for the award ceremony of the Hong
Kong Young Writers Awards 2018. This year's theme was "New
Tales of the Ming Treasure Voyages"

Over 1000 students submitted their stories and poems,
and only a select few were able to attend the prize-giving
ceremony. | wrote a poem, and | found it a very nice
experience. It was really great to meet students from other
schools who were also interested in poetry and story writing.

Although our students were not successfulin theirnominated

categories, we did win awards for being shortlisted and our
contributors are included in the published Anthology of the

HKYWA. In one of the speeches, we learned about what
writing is today, and what it is worth. New companies are
paying young writers a lot of money, to create TV shows
and movie stories: Netflix, Apple, and Amazon. Writing may
seem old fashioned, butit stillholds animportant place in the
future.

Special thanks must go to the English Department for
bringing the HKYWA to us year after year, and thank you to Mr
Cunningham for accompanying us to the event.

Dan Hasofer Grade 9

Technion Talk

Last week, the students of Grades 10-12 were gifted with an
insightfultalkby YuliaGoltsman, arepresentative of Technion,
one of the top engineering universities in the World. She gave
abrief overview of what Technion stood for, even presentinga
video that illustrated the university's deep rooted history and
she then explained to us the incredible impact the university
had on the technological evolution of Israel, telling us of the
fact that a student from Technion was the ariginal inventor of
the USB.

In addition, she provided advice imperative to anyone looking
to attend an engineering school, whether it be Technion or
another institute, explaining which subjects were required

within the 1B and which specific field of engineering suited
which particular interest.

The talk proved very beneficial to myself and all others,
despite not considering engineering as a potential pursuit,
because, not only did it describe what would be required
for someone looking to pursue engineering, but it also gave
a briefing on what aspects of a college to consider when
looking to apply in any field of study.

Thank you to Yulia Goltsman for coming to Carmel to speak
to us.

Louis Effron Grade 11



Container Ship Tour

On 28 March, Grade 7and 8 accompanied by 3 teachers went on a trip,
initiated by Mr. Wigisser, to acontainer ship docked at the port of Hong
Kong, the bth busiest container port in the world. The ship we visited
was part of the Danish shipping company Maersk, which is the largest
shipping company in the world. They have a fleet of 786 vessels,
ranging from 11 different types, and 4.Imillion containers.

We were guided by a Maersk employee who explained the details of the
vessel that we were going to visit; it measured around 200 metres in
length, 80 metresin height, and 30 metres in width. On the vessel, we
met Nicola, the captain who was 32 years old and was born in Ukraine.
He explained about piracy and hisupcoming voyage to South America.

Thevesselwas much cleanerand more comfortable to be in than | had
previously expected as it was equipped with air conditioning, satellite
wifi, arecreationalroom, aswimming pool, a flushing toilet etc. And all
of this for only 26 crew members on board!

Living on the seais very different to living on land - it requires a lot of
responsibility. It requires a lot of commitment away from your family. |

think if | was a crew member, life would be very tough.

Avery special thank you to Mr. Wigisser and Mr. Michael Britton. Thank
you also to Mr. Ford and the accompanying teachers.

Scott Chua Grade 8
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Books of the Week

Supportathomeiskeytohowyoungpeopleapproachreading
for pleasure. Every week we will be promoting books new and
old, fiction and non-fiction for readers of all ages and levels.

Our libraries are open to students and parents alike and
books can be borrowed through students accounts.

These books, and more, can be found directly:
libraryceo.com/carmel/opac/index.php
or through our school library site:
carmel.edu.hk/learning/library

Millions by Frank Cottrell Boyce

Two brothers, Damian and Anthony, are unwittingly caught up in a train
robbery during Britain's countdown to joining the Euro. Suddenly finding
themselves with a vast amount of cash, the boys have just one glorious,
appalling dilemma - how to spend it in the few days before it becomes
worthless.

Torn between the vices of buying a million pizzas and the virtues of ending world
poverty, the boys soon discover that being rich is a mug's game. For not only is

the clock ticking - the bungling bank robbers are closing in too.

Pizzas or World Peace - what would you choose?

“Written with charm and humour, this is a touching, absorbing oddity of a book
about love, grief, avarice and generosity.”Sunday Times

29 March /22 Adar

Junior Fiction Age 10+
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Tamar: A Story of Secrecy and Survival by Mal Peet

When her grandfather dies, Tamar inherits a box containing a series of
clues and coded messages. Out of the past, another Tamar emerges, a
man involved in the terrifying world of resistance fighters in Nazi-occupied

Holland half a century before. His story is one of passionate love, jealousy,

and tragedy set against the daily fear and casual horror of the Second l AMAB
World War - and unraveling it is about to transform Tamar's life forever.

' “SIMpLy
g . . S.JPERE]n
This beautifully structured and highly suspenseful story of the Dutch s
Resistanceis positively Hitchcockian in its examination of the darker reaches OMAGE

of the human heart.” The Sunday Times E
AND
Fiction Age 12+ BE R AY AL

Independent on Sunda y

Freedom by Jonathan Franzen JONATHAN
Patty and Walter Berglund were the new pioneers of old St. Paul—the

gentrifiers, the hands-on parents, the avant-garde of the Whole Foods :
generation. Patty was the ideal sort of neighbour, who could tell you where F

to recycle your batteries and how to get the local cops to actually do their

AUTHOR-OF THE CORRECTIONS

job. She was an enviably perfect mother and the wife of Walter's dreams.
Together with Walter - environmental lawyer, commuter cyclist, total family 1
man - she was doing her small part to build a better world.

But now, in the new millennium, the Berglunds have become a mystery.
Why has their teenage son moved in with the aggressively Republican
family next door? Why has Walter taken a job working with Big Coal? Most
of all, what has happened to Patty? Why has the bright star of Barrier Street
become "a very different kind of neighbour," an implacable Fury coming
unhinged before the street's attentive eyes?

‘Mr. Franzen has written his most deeply felt novel yet - a novel that turns out
to be both a compelling biography of a dysfunctional family and an indelible Fiction Age 14+

portrait of our times.” The New York Times




Announcements

CARMEL SCHOOL

MYP Personal

Projects
Exhibition

CARMEL SCHOOL

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO
ELSA HIGH SCHOOL'S

DP GRADUATE
ART SHOW
AND
MYP PERSONAL PROJECT
EXHIBITION

TUESDAY, APRIL 2"
3:00-6:00pm

IN THE HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
RSVP: ELSAHIGHSCHOOL@CARMELEDU.HK

2018-19 / 5779

April 2, 2019 / 3pm-6pm

Auditorium, ShauKeiWan Campus



Announcements

CARMEL ANNUAL FUND

participation

Every student counts.

Every donation counts.

Thank you to all who have pledged so far

Please visit www.carmelschoolassociation.wufoo.com/forms/srkpwrjOazvroo
to find out how you can contribute

Happy Birthday to g
Tal Konyn, Ethan Selevan, Arya Idan-Cummins and ey
lan Lyons “\" ‘

We hope you've enjoyed reading

Elsa High School Newsletter

Weekly Dat

From The Weekly Daf Team
Tyra Dahlberg, Louis Effron, Hanna Hipwell-Serfaty, lan Lyons, Issy Lyons, Luis Yap and Mr.
Dan Bartholomew

Follow Us Online! l 0' @CarmelSchoolAssociation n Carmel School Association



Carnival for All family!

May 5"5 3 N g

10:30am - 3pm at Elsa

*

Water games, BBQ,
Massage for mums & dads
and lots of fun activities for all ages.

Entrance fee- $250 per family,
including lucky draw




Carmel School PTA and JWA proudly present

ZERO WASTE
CONFERENCE

BY FANNY MORITZ

Do you think that waste-free living is synonymous with a life deprived of comfort?
That it is time-consuming or even reserved for hippies living in a hut?
Think again! Or even better: join us on the 1st of April!

Our kids are the generation that will have to live with the decisions that we take today.

The Zero waste journey starts with lots of questions and many obstacles furthered
by our bad habits. Let's get rid of them!

Fanny Moritz is a passionate French entrepreneur focused on helping people start
a zero waste lifestyle.

Monday 1st of April 2019 from 7:30pm
JCC - King David Room
Drinks and nibbles provided
Suggested donation: HK$ 150
Rsvp: info@jwa.org.hk

N
(CARMEL '
| -\ s
@ Y

Date: WEDNESDAY 3RD APRIL
Venue: JCC GARDEN ROOM

Time: 6:45-8:00pm
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