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Dvar Torah: Vayakhel

This week’s parsha, Parshat Vayakhel is a recap of the laws
in Sefer Shmot. This Parsha spends a lot of time addressing
the Mishkan. The Mishkan is seemingly a place where G-d's
Shechinah (spiritual presence)is more compelling, but we as
Jews believe that G-d is supposedly everywhere and has an
everlasting Shechinah, and in order for anything to survive,
it needs to be connected to G-d. This begs the question, how
can G-d's Shechinah beinadesignated place if itis seemingly
everywhere? And how can he reside more in one place as
opposed to being everywhere?

The Sefer Hachinuch (a commentary book about the 613
mitzvot from the 13th century) gives an answer to this
question. He states that the Mishkan is not for G-d - G-d does
not require a house made of gold with beautiful furniture.
Rather, the Mishkanisforus, buthowso? The Sefer Hachinuch
proceedstostatethat G-d wishestoactbenevolently towards
usand provide us with rewards, however He isunable to grant
it to us on a golden plate. Instead, he will act kindly only as a
result of us doing mitzvot. The Ramchal(an Italian Kabbalistic
commentator from the 18th century) expands this statement
and says that G-d wants us to work for our reward in order
that we should not feel entitled. He wants us to feel that we

deserve the reward.

Through each Mitzvah that we perform, we essentially purify
ourselves more. According to the Sefer Hachinuch, the
Mishkan is designated not for G-d to dwell in, but rather it
is a place where spiritual purity levels increase. But how do
spiritual purity levels increase in the Mishkan? Every day in
the Mishkan there are offerings that are sacrificed to G-d,
which take place onthealtarwhichisinside. Inthe past, giving
offerings to G-d meant both praying to Him and indicating
that He is the L-rd. Giving an offering is essentially praying on
agreater scale and by doing this action inside the walls of the
Mishkanwe are increasing our purification and spiritual levels
with G-d and therefore making the connection between G-d
and the Jewish people strongerinside the Mishkan.

We can now see that G-d chose to dwell in the Mishkan
because the Jewish people are strengthening their spiritual
levels when He has a”"home”. Here we can see that G-d wants
to be exposed to our Mitzvot as we are His chosen nation
and He wants to be closer with us and as He cannot do that
Himself, we must do it.

Shabbat Shalom

Aryeh Oser Grade 9



Educational Visits

Students from Grades 6-7 visited
Chiang Mai while Grade 8-10
students travelled to Nepal.

Both groups were accompanied
by Grade 11 Madrichim (Youth
Leaders). Look out for next weeks
issue for more photos and reports
to come!
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Fancy Dress Purim celebrations b
and Reading Megilat Esther
for grades K-12 -
at the Elsa High School campus

*

Dismissal at 11:00 am from SKW

Fun Purim dactivities
Watanot l-aevyonim
Wishloach heanob




Carmel L1Drary

Support at home is key to how young people approach reading for pleasure.
Every week we will be promoting books new and old, fiction and non-fiction for

BOO ks readers of all ages and levels.

Our libraries are open to students and parents alike and books can be borrowed

of t h e through students’accounts.

These books, and mare, can be found directly:

libraryceo.com/carmel/opac/index.php
ee or through our school library site:

carmel.edu.hk/learning/library

The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by Jacqueline Kelly

Calpurnia Virginia Tate is eleven years old in 1899 when she wonders why the yellow
grasshoppersin her Texas backyard are so much bigger than the green ones. With a little help
from her notoriously cantankerous grandfather, an avid naturalist, she figures out that the
green grasshoppers are easier to see against the yellow grass, so they are eaten before they
can get any larger.

As Callie explores the natural world around her, she develops a close relationship with her
grandfather, navigates the dangers of living with six brothers, and comes up against just
what it means to be a girl at the turn of the century.

“The most delightful historical novel for tweens in many, many years. . .. Callie's struggles to find
a place in the world where she'll be encouraged in the gawky joys of intellectual curiosity are
fresh, funny, and poignant today.” The New Yorker

All American Boys by Jason Reynolds & Brendan Kiely

Rashad Butler and Quinn Collins are two young men, one black and one white, whose lives
are forever changed by an act of police brutality. Rashad wakes up in a hospital. Quinn saw
how he got there. And so did the video camera that taped the cop beating Rashad senseless
into the pavement.

Why was Rashad beaten? Because it looked like he was stealing. And he was a black kid in
baggy clothes. So he must have been stealing ...

The story is told in Rashad and Quinn's alternating perspectives, as they grapple with the
complications that spin out of this violent moment and reverberate in their families, school,
and town. Over the course of one week, Rashad tries to find the strength to accept his role
as the symbolic figure of the community's response to police brutality, and Quinn tries to
decide where he belongs in a town bitterly divided by racial tension.

“The scenario ... depicted has become a recurrent feature of news reports, and a book that
lets readers think it through outside of the roiling emotions of a real-life event is both welcome
and necessary.” Publishers Weekly
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The Letters of Jonathan Netanyahu

On 4th July, 1976, an Air France flight was hijacked, and 103 passengers, many
of them Israeli citizens, were taken hostage in Entebbe, Uganda. The story of
theirrescue hasbecome legend, and Lt.-Col. Jonathan Netanyahu, who led the
operation and was killed during its execution, has become a modern-day hero.
As the world struggles with the barbarity of terrorism, the story of Entebbe,
and Jonathan Netanyahu's role in it, are an inspiring and moving testimany to
the ideals of democracy and freedom.

The Letters of Jonathan Netanyahu is a collection of personal letters penned
by Netanyahu over a period of thirteen years, from high school in Philadelphia
to the raid at Entebbe. Yoni, as he was known to family, friends, and the Israeli
nation, is revealed as a devoted and serious man, deeply dedicated to his
country and the soldiers under his command.

“Yoni's unpretentious accounts of his accomplishments, simply written and thus
the more grand, make him the convincing hero he was.” The Boston Globe

CARMEIL
SCHOOL

Carmel School PTA and JCC proudly presents

Term 2 Edition 8

Are We Fostering a Generation of Screen Addicts?

The Effects of Screen Time on Our Lives
From Tots to Teens
A Talk with Dr. Quratulain Zaidi

March 12(8:00-9:00pm)
JCC King David Room

Carmel Parents and JCC members S100
Non Members $S120
RSVP enquiries@jcc.org.hk

MIND

Jewish Community Centre
P Kt

Dr. Quratulain Zaidi (BSc. Hons, MSc, MSc, PhD) is a mother and registered Clinical
Psychologist with the Health and Care Professions Council HCPC in the UK is a member of
the British Psychological Society and British Association Counselling & Psychotherapy
and abides by the Ethical Framework for Good Practice in Counselling and Psychology. She
has lived in Hong Kong and Singapore for 16 years. She specialises in assisting families
with issues including parenting, teen issues, Cybersafety, marriage guidance, post natal
depression, stress and anxiety disorders, depression, bullying, eating disorders, OCD and
self-harm. She is an expert in educational assessments and learning challenges in

children, for example ADHD, ADD, Dyslexia and ASD.




Announcements

CARMEL SCHOOL
ELSA HIGH SCHOOL

PRESENTS

MUSIC AND milcs BY STEPHEEN SONDHIM
BOOK BY JAMES IAPINE

RICE: $360 FOR ADULTS / $1

PURCHASE YOUR TICKE :
CARMELMUSICAL.EV_ENTBRIIE.COM

DIRECTED BY GARY SWART
MUSICAL DIRECTION BY CELIA [EUNG
ASSISTANT DIRECTION BY [ILY GERSHON




Announcements

We hope you've enjoyed reading

Elsa High School Newsletter

Weekly Dat

From The Weekly Daf Team
Tyra Dahlberg, Louis Effron, Hanna Hipwell-Serfaty, lan Lyons, Issy Lyons, Luis Yap and Mr.
Dan Bartholomew

Happy Birthday to et
Charlie Allard, James Kanevsky and Alon Lavi \.%'4 2
\

CARMEL ANNUAL FUND

participation

Every student counts.

Every donation counts.

Thank you to all who have pledged so far

Please visit www.carmelschoolassociation.wufoo.com/forms/srkpwrjOazvroo
to find out how you can contribute

Follow Us Online! l 0' @CarmelSchoolAssociation n Carmel School Association
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