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We hope you had an enjoyable Chanukah. The Festival of Lights was the cause for much celebration across
Carmel, seeing students and faculty enjoying the festivities and learning from the events at each of our

campuses.

As Semester 1draws to a close, we would like to thank you all for your dedication and contributions.
Your commitment is invaluable for us to continue to improve and grow. With exciting projects in the pipeline -
watch this space! - made possible by your support, we invite you all to contribute in the Power of Participation.

We wish you and your families a very happy and safe holiday and look forward to seeing all students on

3 January 2019.

Rachel Friedmann, Principal
Mira Hasofer, Head of Elementary

Dvar Torah: Va'yigash

One of the main questions that our
Rabbis ask is why hadnt Joseph
contacted his father during all those
years?Joseph becamethe second most
important figure in Egypt and he must
have had the ability to send a delegation
to tell his father that Josephis still alive.
This, in turn, would have shortened
his father’'s pain and suffering. The
Ramban says that Joseph wanted his
wish for his brothers to bow down to
him to come true. Joseph waited until
the very moment that his brothers
bowed down to him, and then felt it was
the appropriate time to reveal himself.
Abarbanel thinks that Joseph had not
contacted his father due to wanting his
brothers to repent what they had done
to him. Thus, Joseph waited until his

brothers came to Egypt and only in this
Parsha does he hear a sense of regret
from his brother Yehuda.

Rabbis also think that Joseph
comprehended that if he were to
contact his father, it would be the end
of the family as Jacob would realise
what had happened. Jacob would then
be furious with all the other brothers for
lying and telling him that Joseph was
attacked and eaten by a beast when it
was actually the brothers who had sold
Joseph to the Egyptians.

Rav Yoel Bin Nun comments that
the answer is much simpler. From
Joseph's perspective, he was sent by
his father to bring food to the brothers.
The brothers then captured Joseph
and sold him. Joseph believed that
Jacob was also part of the plan to get
rid of Joseph, making it a factor for
not contacting his father for all those
years. Only in our parsha, for the first
time, does Joseph hear the story
from Jacob’s perspective, as Yehuda
expresses, “We have an old father and
there is a young son born to him... and
his brother is dead.” According to Rav

Bin Nun, Joseph now understands
that his father believes that Joseph is
dead. At this point, Joseph grasps what
really happened and believes it is the
appropriate time to reveal himself to his
brothers. In this week’s Parsha, Parshat
Va'yigash, we read the dramatic episode
of when Joseph revealed himself to
his brothers twenty years after they
had sold him to Egyptian merchants.
Joseph unveils himself as his brothers
stand before him, unable to recognise
that they are standing in front of their
brother, Joseph. When Joseph wants to
keep Binyamin in jail, Yehuda interferes
and demands his release. Only at this
point does Joseph reveal himself to his
brothers as he tells them, “l am Joseph,
is my father still alive?” This event is
followed by Jacob and all the family with
Josephin Egypt.

Let's learn from this parsha and
communicate honestly in all our
relationships.

Shabbat shalom.

Lily Gershon Grade 10


https://carmelschoolassociation.wufoo.com/forms/srkpwrj0azvroo/

News @ ELSA

Elsa High School's Got Talent

Students of all ages showed off their wide range of talents at
last week's Chanukah Talent Show. The audience was kept highly
entertained by a range of musical performances and were eager
tojoinin, singing and dancing along with the performers.




Week without Walls

In the penultimate week before the Winter
break, students from Grade 6-12 took part.in
WeekWithout Walls. Aninvaluable experiential
learning experience, Week Without Walls
took place.all over Hong Kong and challenged
students to expand theirhorizons.

Full reports to come in the next issue.

News @ ELSA
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up to 'up-cycled'art Grade 7-9

From beach clean

collected rubbish from a beach for analysis and

repurposed some into sculptures




News @ ELSA

Photojournalism around Hong Kong and €
some new games back at school

participation

Every student counts.

Every donation counts.

CARMEL ANNUAL FUND

Thank you to all who have pledged so far

Please visit https://carmelschoolassociation.wufoo.com/forms/srkpwrj0azvroo/
to find out how you can contribute



https://carmelschoolassociation.wufoo.com/forms/srkpwrj0azvroo/

Last Friday we were honoured to welcome Mr. André Rofé, past Carmel Board Chair and his wife Valerie to
light the menorah. Mr. Rofé gave us a warm message of praise and encouragement. On Monday, Carmel
stakeholder, Ms. Sharon Ser came with her mother, Irene, who is celebrating her 90th birthday. Elsa sang
happy birthday and presented a birthday cake to Irene who lit the menorah.

Mazal Tov!

Announcements

*

Happy Birthday o
Ori Assor, Jennie Wong, Erin Dewes
and Aaron Meoded
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We hope you've enjoyed reading The
Weekly Daf!

From The Weekly Daf Team
Tyra Dahlberg, Louis Effron, Hanna Hipwell-

Serfaty, lan Lyons, Issy Lyons, Luis Yap
and Mr. Dan Bartholomew

Follow Us Online! ’)' @CarmelSchoolAssociation “ Carmel School Association
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Books of ICH-.

Support at home is key to how young people approach reading for pleasure. Every week we will be
promoting books new and old, fiction and non-fiction for readers of all ages and levels. Our libraries are
open to students and parents alike and books can be borrowed through student’'s accounts.

These books, and more, can be found directly here: libraryceo.com/carmel/opac/index.php or through
our school library site here: carmel.edu.hk/learning/library

The Thornthwaite Inheritance by Gareth P. Jones

Ovid and Lorelli Thornthwaite have been trying to kill each other for so long that neither twin can
remember which act of attempted murder came first.

But whoever struck first, trying to take each other's lives is simply what they do. Until one day a
lawyer arrives at their house to take stock of its contents, and his accompanying son attracts their
attention.

Soon a new battle evolves - one in which the twins have to work together to solve the mystery of
their parents' deaths.

Can Lorelli and Ovid overcome their old animosities, and will they ever get to finish that game of
chess?

“Beautifully simple comic ideas that children instantly love . .. This is a book certain to make family

holidays go with a bang.” The Times

TOMASI DI

LAMPEDUSA The Leopard by Giuseppe di Lampedusa

Elegiac, bittersweet, and profoundly moving, The Leopard tells the spellbinding story of a
decadent, dying Sicilian aristocracy threatened by the approaching forces of democracy and
revolution.
The dramatic sweep and richness of observation, the seamless intertwining of public and

private worlds, and the grasp of human frailty imbue The Leopard with its particular melancholy
beauty and power, is now considered one of the greatest works of 20th-century fiction.

“The genius of its author and the thrill it gives the reader are probably for all time.” The New York

Love Medicine by Louise Erdrich

LOVE
Set on and around a North Dakota Ojibwe reservation, Love Medicine - the first novel by bestselling, MEDIGINE
National Book Award-winning author Louise Erdrich - is the epic story about the intertwined fates of

two families: the Kashpaws and the Lamartines.

With astonishing virtuosity, each chapter draws on a range of voices to limn its tales. Black humor
mingles with magic, injustice bleeds into betrayal, and through it all, bonds of love and family marry
the elements into a tightly woven whole that pulses with the drama of life.

Filled with humor, magic, injustice and betrayal, Erdrich blends family love and loyalty in a stunning
work of dramatic fiction.

Fiction

A dazzling series of family portraits... This novelis simply about the power of love.” The Chicago Tribune
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