
This week’s Parsha is the longest one in the Chumash 
with 176 verses, and it discusses three topics: 
Nazarites, the carrying of the Tabernacle, and the 
priestly blessings. 

The priestly blessings that the Kohanim recite every 
morning are: “May G-d bless you and watch over you”, 
“May G-d cause His countenance to shine to you and 
favor you” and “May G-d grant you peace.” But aren’t 
these blessings a little bit repetitive? The famous 
commentator Rashi places importance on each 
separate blessing. For the first blessing, “May G-d 
bless you and watch over you”, Rashi says that all of 
your possessions shall be blessed. For the second 
blessing, “May G-d cause His countenance to shine to 
you and favor you” Rashi comments “May he show you 
a pleasant radiant countenance and grant you a favor. 
For the last blessing: “May the Lord grant you peace,” 
Rashi says: by holding back His anger.

G-d gives us lots of possessions, and we may not 
realize how privileged we are. We need to realize that 
if we do not use them properly then they will be taken 
away; but if we use them correctly, G-d will protect 
them. From these blessings, we learn to appreciate 
the privileges we have and the importance of taking 
care of our possessions.

Finally, every Shabbat our parents bless us with these 
priestly blessings. Why? The blessing ends: may you 
be like the three forefathers or the four foremothers 
(depending on the gender of the child). This is 
because the forefathers and foremothers valued their 
privileges and possessions and therefore we should 
aim to achieve the same level of gratitude as we enter 
Shabbat. 

Shabbat Shalom!

Mordechai Oser Grade 9
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On Wednesday, Grade 11 students travelled to Sai Kung to 
complete a debris dive as part of our Group 4 project. The 
project is a compulsory interdisciplinary collaborative 
investigation which, this year, focused on debris and 
ocean health. This project was a great way to extend our 
knowledge and put our diving qualifications, which many 
of us obtained in Phuket during last year’s CAS Trip, to 
good use. 

Before the day, we were all put into groups and from 
there, we each decided on different roles depending on 
which science subject we study. I was in charge of the 
Chemistry component so I decided to focus on collecting 
water samples which I could then test for acidity and 
salinity as well as recording oxygen levels. Now that we 
have collected all of the data, we will spend the next few 
weeks analyzing it and, eventually, we will present our 
collective findings to the school. 

As for the dive itself, I think we were all a little nervous 
at the beginning that we had forgotten some of the key 

skills involved in a successful dive. But, similar to riding 
a bike, as soon as we put our equipment on and got into 
the ocean, it all started coming back. It was eye-opening 
to see how the direct effects of debris on the marine 
ecosystems. We found everything from bottles, fishing 
nets and even a pair of broken sunglasses. 

In a consumerist society such as this one, I believe that 
it is important that we all do our part and help clean up 
the ocean for the marine life and for future generations. 
This way, each of us can help make a difference - even if 
it is small. 

I would like to thank Mr. Russell, Mr. Gravett, Mr. Ma, Dr. 
Soekarno and Ms. Town for helping us with this vital 
project!

Tyra Dahlberg Grade 11

As a part of a requirement for the IB curriculum, 
students have to complete a Group 4 project as a 
personal research project. Group 4 consists of all the 
IB sciences and the ones we offer here at Elsa High 
School are Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Computer 
Science and Sports, Exercise and Health Science. 

For our Group 4 project, we spent the day in Sai Kung 
on a diving boat, going diving, collecting samples, 
picking up debris from the ocean, measuring currents 
(and soaking in the sun). 

As a Biology student myself, it was very interesting and 
educational to observe and gather samples on-site. As 
I do not have a PADI license, I stayed on the boat while 
others went diving. But I didn’t let that get me down 
because there was plenty to do, I was in charge of 
data collection and taking photographs of the debris 
that my teammates collected. I was also the on-site 

videographer for my team, I was filming footage for 
our video montage, which is currently in progress. 

It was overall a very successful day: we collected 
many samples and picked up harmful debris which 
was polluting our oceans. Through this experience, 
we were able to see firsthand the state of Hong Kong’s 
sea and put in place measures to take care of the 
environment around us. We were able to experience 
the crux of the IB; experiential, independent learning 
all while making great memories with classmates and 
working on our tan! 

Thank you to Mr. Russell, Mr. Gravett, Dr. Soekarno, Mr. 
Ma and Ms. Town for taking care of us and organizing 
this fantastic Group 4 initiative for us! 

Hanna Hipwell-Serfaty Grade 11

Debate Team Hat-Trick

On Thursday evening, Elsa High School’s Debate Team 
participated in the final debate of this academic year. 
The motion was “This House believes that the government 
should intervene to prevent the gentrification of poor 
communities”. Although we spoke against the motion, 
I am glad to report that we managed to win! This 
completed a fantastic hat-trick of wins for Elsa High 
School!

Yesterday’s team consisted of Janice Cheng, Victor 
Fong and me, and we debated against HK Tang King Po 
College. The debate took place in a very friendly setting 
and both sides displayed excellent sportsmanship. It 
is easy to say that although this was the last debate 
this year, my nerves were still on edge before I spoke, 
and the exciting feeling of anticipation never leaves 
no matter how many times you have debated before. I 

would like to say what a wonderful debate term this has 
been, perhaps one of Elsa’s most successful. I hope I 
can continue debating next year as well and encourage 
anyone else who would like to develop their arguing, 
research and public speaking skills to join! 

Thank you to Mr. Bartholomew for coaching us 
throughout the year,

Arya Idan-Cummins Grade 10

Grade 11 
IB Group 4 Experience 
Science Up Close

Students examine the debris 
brought back from the dive
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Elsa High School 
Library Recommendations

Astrophysics for People in a Hurry
By Neil deGrasse Tyson
What is the nature of space and time? How do we fit within the universe? How does the 
universe fit within us? There’s no better guide through these mind-expanding questions 
than acclaimed astrophysicist and best-selling author Neil deGrasse Tyson.

But today, few of us have time to contemplate the cosmos. So Tyson brings the universe 
down to Earth succinctly and clearly, with sparkling wit, in tasty chapters consumable 
anytime and anywhere in your busy day.

While you wait for your morning coffee to brew, for the bus, 
the train, or a plane to arrive, Astrophysics for People in a 
Hurry will reveal just what you need to be fluent and ready for 
the next cosmic headlines: from the Big Bang to black holes, 
from quarks to quantum mechanics, and from the search 
for planets to the search for life in the universe.

“Tyson is a master of streamlining and simplification … taking 
complex ideas, stripping them down to their nuts and bolts, 
padding them with colourful allegories and dorky jokes, and 
making them accessible to the layperson.” — Salon

Support at home is key to how young people approach reading for pleasure.  Every week we 
will be promoting books new and old, fiction and non-fiction for readers of all ages and levels.  

These books, and more, can be found here: libraryceo.com/carmel/opac/index.php, or 
through our school library site here: carmel.edu.hk/learning/elsa-high-school/library
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International Studies Students Visit 
The Hong Kong History Museum

The Hong Kong History Museum serves as 
an active platform which engages the public 
through stories and values of the Hong Kong 
city and its origins. The museum is open to all so 
that everyone has the opportunity to go further 
and deeper into the cultural background of 
Hong Kong. Led by Mr. Ford, the Grade 9 and 10 
International Studies class went on a field trip 
to the museum last Wednesday where the goal 
was to understand the values and development 
of architecture in Hong Kong.

The exploration began with the cultural history 
of Hong Kong, followed by a timeline of important 
events that shaped our unique city. The British 
colonization began a period of prosperity for 
Hong Kong as an international port, whilst 
factors such as the Japanese invasion also had 

its own impact on local history and culture. Of 
course there were disasters and compromises 
along the way, such as the infamous great fire 
of Shek Kip Mei which was the reason for public 
housing policies being implemented across 
Hong Kong.

The trip was definitely an eye opener for those 
of us who had not previously engaged in the 
wonders of this museum, and for those who 
have - we learnt something new and updated 
our knowledge and concepts of the history of 
Architecture in Hong Kong. 

Thank you to Mr. Ford for organising this 
insightful visit!

Scott Xiang Grade 9

“The trip was definitely an eye opener 
for those of us who had not previously 

engaged in the wonders of this museum”
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Announcements

We hope you’ve enjoyed 
reading The Weekly Daf!

From The Weekly Daf Team

Tyra Dahlberg, Hanna Hipwell-
Serfaty, Ian Lyons, Luis Yap 
and Mr. Dan Bartholomew

Mazel Tov to Jonathan Rose 
on his Bar Mitzvah

Good Kings Bad Kings
By Susan Nussbaum
This powerful novel invites us into the lives of a group of typical 
teenagers—alienated, funny, yearning for autonomy—except that 
they live in an institution for juveniles with disabilities. 

This unfamiliar, isolated landscape is much the same as the 
world outside: friendships are forged, trust is built, love affairs 
are kindled, and rules are broken. It’s in these alliances that the 
residents of this neglected community ultimately find the strength 
to bond together, resist their mistreatment, and finally fight back. 
And in the process, each is transformed.

Good Kings Bad Kings challenges our definitions of what it means 
to be disabled in a story told with remarkable authenticity and in 
voices that resound with humor and spirit.. 

“This is a world as foreign to most as another planet. That Nussbaum 
is able to make it as real and as painful and joyful and alive as she 
does is a spectacular accomplishment . . . a joy for readers.” — 
Chicago Tribune

A Darker Shade of Magic
By V. E. Schwab
Kell is one of the last Antari - magicians with a rare, coveted ability 
to travel between parallel Londons; Red, Grey, White, and, once 
upon a time, Black.

Unofficially, Kell is a smuggler, servicing people willing to pay 
for even the smallest glimpses of a world they’ll never see. It’s a 
defiant hobby with dangerous consequences, which Kell is now 
seeing firsthand.

After an exchange goes awry, Kell escapes to Grey London and 
runs into Delilah Bard, a cut-purse with lofty aspirations. She first 
robs him, then saves him from a deadly enemy, and finally forces 
Kell to spirit her to another world for a proper adventure.

Now perilous magic is afoot, and treachery lurks at every turn. To 
save all of the worlds, they’ll first need to stay alive.

“Schwab has given us a gem of a tale that is original in its premise 
and compelling in its execution. Its plot is gripping. Its characters 
are memorable. Its setting in four parallel, powerful Londons is 
otherworldly yet believable.” - New York Times
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מהדורה מספר 16

בס”ד

ספרפינת  ה        יה  העברית

שלנו באתר  לבקר  אפשר 
http://hebrewlib-elsa.weebly.com

רונית לוינשטיין-מלץ
רונית לוינשטיין-מלץ הייתה מורה וסופרת ישראלית. היא נולדה ב- 2 במאי 1960 בתל אביב 

ונפטרה בגיל 55 ממחלת הסרטן ב- 30 בנובמבר 2015. 

רונית מלץ, בת ליעקב מלץ, שהיה שופט בית המשפט העליון ומבקר המדינה. למדה בתיכון 
צייטלין, ובאותה עת החלה ללמוד שיעורי יהדות מפיהם של הרב חיים דרוקמן והרב צוקרמן 

בבית הכנסת "איחוד שיבת ציון". אחרי הלימודים בבית הספר התיכון שירתה שנתיים בשירות 
הלאומי. אחרכך למדה לתואר ראשון ושני בתנ"ך וסוציולוגיה. במשך כ-20 שנה לימדה בבתי 

ספר תיכוניים ובמכללות למורים.

היא נישאה לרב יגאל לוינשטיין, מראשי המכינה הקדם-צבאית בני דוד, והתגוררה בהתנחלות 
עלי. לזוג נולדו 5 בנות.

בגיל 43, בזמן שלימדה באולפנת עפרה, התגלתה אצלה מחלת הסרטן. עקב המחלה חדלה 
לעסוק בהוראה, וכתבה את ספרה הראשון, "תריסים ירוקים פתוחים". לאחר שהחלימה 

פרסמה ספרים רבים נוספים.

מלץ יצרה את סדרת הספרים לילדים "מסע בעקבות שמי", בהם גיבור הסיפור מתעמק בשמו 
ומגלה סיפורים על הוריו, משפחתו ועמו לאורך ההיסטוריה ועד היום. "נס של אהבה", אחד 

מהספרים בסדרה, זכה בפרס יד ושם לספרות ילדים ונוער.

מלץ יצרה גם את סדרת הספרים לילדים "סודות בירושלים". הסדרה מספרת על רועי, שחקן 
צעיר המשחק בסרטים על ירושלים. במהלך הצילומים רועי מגלה סיפורים וסודות על ירושלים. 

מלץ כתבה שני ספרים בסדרה, והמשכה נקטע על ידי פטירתה.

מסע בעקבות שמי" - כך נולדה הסדרה
חברתה של רונית הצליחה לאתגר אותה, היא שאלה אותה למה היא לא כותבת? רונית כלל לא הבינה מהיכן זה הגיע ושאלה את עצמה 

שאלות רבות כמו: למה שאכתוב? אף פעם לא כתבתי בעבר. מה היא רוצה ממני?  למה היא חושבת שאם פעם בכיתה ג' כתבתי קטע 
מצחיק על המורים, זה אומר שאני  יכולה לכתוב ספר?

רונית התלבטה עד שקיבלה החלטה אמיצה: היא תכתוב. 
היא אמרה לעצמה "בטח שאני אכתוב. אני אכתוב ספר כזה גרוע, והיא תפסיק ללחוץ עלי. אני אכתוב כך, שאפילו היא תשתכנע שזו 

הייתה טעות, ואני באמת לא מסוגלת להוציא ספר. לא לילדים גדולים, לא לילדים קטנים ואפילו לא לפגים".

רונית החליטה שהיא תכתוב סדרת ספרים כדי להוכיח שהיא לא יודעת לכתוב, אבל היה ברור לה שאם היא כבר כותבת – היא תכתוב 
סדרה שלמה.

בחגיגת בת המצווה של ביתה, רונית חשבה כי לבת שלה יש שם קצת מיוחד ואז עלה לה הרעיון שאולי יש עוד ילדים שיש להם שמות 
מעניינים? אולי ישנם ילדים נוספים עם סיפורים מעניינים שמסתתרים מאחורי שמותיהם? 

אולי פשוט היא תכתוב ספרים על שמות של ילדים. כל ילד = ספר, כל שם = עלילה. בכיתה יש כ - 30 ילדים?
30 ספרים זה מספיק בשביל להוכיח לכולם שהיא לא יודעת לכתוב? 

כך נולדה הסדרה.


